Bismarck

Community Development Department

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION

MEETING AGENDA
Janvary 20, 2021

Tom Baker Meeting Room

3:30 p.m.

City-County Office Building

Woatch live meeting coverage on Government
Access Channels 2 & 602HD, listen to Radio
Access 102.5 FM Radio, or stream FreeTV.org
and RadioAccess.org. Agenda items can be
found at www.bismarcknd.gov/agendacenter.

Due to ongoing public health concerns related
to COVID-19, the City of Bismarck is
encouraging citizens to provide their comments
via email to whutchings@bismarcknd.gov. The
comments will be sent to the Historic
Preservation Commission prior to the meeting
and included in the minutes of the meeting. To
ensure your comments are received and
distributed prior to the meeting, please submit
them by 12 noon on the day of the meeting and
reference the agenda item your comment
addresses.

If you would like to appear via video or audio
link for the public input / comment section of
the agenda, please provide your e-mail address
and contact information to
whutchings@bismarcknd.gov at least one
business day before the meeting.

The physical meeting room will be open to the
public, but we certainly understand the public
wishing to limit their exposure at this time, while
still participating in government. Before
entering the City-County Office Building, all
individuals should self-screen for COVID-19
symptoms or potential exposure and, if unable
to pass the screening protocol, will be expected
to participate remotely in the meeting for the
public’s safety. If attending in person, masks will
be required as social distancing cannot be
assured in the City-County Office Building
public areas.

Some of the Historic Preservation
Commissioners will be attending this meeting in
person, but it is anticipated that most will
participate remotely. The number of meeting
participants attending in person in the Tom
Baker Meeting Room, including the Historic
Preservation Commissioners, will be limited to
maintain social distancing.
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MINUTES

1.  Consider approval of the minutes of the December 16, 2020 meeting of the Historic

Preservation Commission.
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PROGRAMMATIC AGREEMENT

AMONG THE UNITED STATES COAST GUARD,
THE NORTH DAKOTA STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER,
AND THE ADVISORY COUNCIL ON HISTORIC PRESERVATION
REGARDING THE PROPOSED BRIDGE PROJECT AT MILE 1315.0 ON THE MISSOURI RIVER NEAR
BISMARCK AND MANDAN, BURLEIGH COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA

WHEREAS, the United States Coast Guard (USCG) is the lead federal agency, responsible for making a
federal bridge permit decision for the BNSF Railway Company (BNSF) Bridge Replacement Project
(Undertaking) in accordance with the General Bridge Act of 1946, as amended; and

WHEREAS, the Undertaking is defined as construction of a railroad bridge to replace or accompany
the existing BNSF Bridge 0038-196.6, a historic through-truss bridge over the Missouri River,
Jamestown Subdivision, Milepost 1315.0 (hereafter known as Bismarck Bridge), in Burleigh County,
North Dakota, constructed 1880-1883 (substructure) and 1905-1906 (superstructure); and

WHEREAS, BNSF has determined that the Bismarck Bridge has reached the end of its useful life for
rail traffic and needs to be replaced in order to safely move future rail traffic along BNSF’s northern
corridor; and

WHEREAS, the USCG has consulted with the North Dakota State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO)
pursuant to Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended (NHPA) (54
United States Code Section 306108) and its implementing regulations at Code of Federal Regulations
(CFR) Title 36 Part 800, as amended; and

WHEREAS, the USCG has defined the Area of Potential Effects (APE) as the footprint of the proposed
Undertaking within which all proposed construction and ground disturbing activity is confined,
including existing and proposed right of way for replacement of the Bismarck Bridge {(Attachment A —
APE map), and the SHPO provided formal written concurrence with the APE on October 2, 2019, with
the request that they would like to see any additional areas to be used for disposal, borrow or staging
as those areas are identified; and

WHEREAS, during consultation, the USCG and SHPO agreed to consider a broader visual APE to take
into account visual impacts that may affect historic properties beyond the original APE, and to
consider potential construction vibration impacts to historic properties; and

WHEREAS, in 2017 BNSF had a Class | literature review conducted for resources within 1 mile of the
project area and a Class Il Inventory of the project area encompassing 58 acres, and the review
identified 49 previously recorded cultural resources within 1 mile of the bridge, the majority of which
are within the North Dakota National Guard’s Fraine Barracks, southeast of the project area (the
Bismarck Indian School/Fraine Barracks is considered a Traditional Cultural Property that is eligible for
the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) by the Mandan, Hidatsa, and Arikara (MHA) Nation,
Standing Rock Sioux Tribe, and Turtle Mountain Band of Chippewa, and has been recorded as site
CHFBL2) (see Attachment B for table of identified resources and map of non-confidential sites); and

WHEREAS, cultural resources within the APE are Site Lead 32MOx626, which is a drainage or irrigation
ditch, and the Bismarck Bridge (site 32BL801/32M01459); and






